Don't Ask Why?, Ask What?
Habakkuk 1-2, Selected Scripture

O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save? Why do you make me see wrong-doing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. - 1:2-4a
Some Observations from Habakkuk:  Why???????

There is a fundamental question that all of us ask. It is the question "why?" And when it comes to troubles, suffering, difficulties,  it is an emphatic question indeed.
· Why is there pain in the world?
· Why do tragedies happen?
·  Why do "innocent" people suffer? 
· Why is there war, racism, social injustice, and suffering?
· And why doesn’t God do something to intervene? 

Why bad things happen to Good  People?
1. Troubles are inevitable!

2. Troubles are a result of free-will
3. Troubles are the result of sin
4. Troubles are a result of Satan’s attack on us.

5. Troubles are solvable and some even preventable.
"For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the End, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay" (2:3).

Ways that God uses troubles in our lives

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding, acknowledge God in all your ways and he will direct your paths.  -Proverbs 3:4-6
1. Troubles come so we will learn to trust God!

· Troubles give us direction!

· “Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways”         (Proverbs 20:30)
2. Troubles come so we will learn to lean upon God!

· Troubles test us! (Deut. 8:2)(2 Cor. 1:3-11)
3. Troubles come so we will learn to let God be God!

· Troubles discipline us. (Hebrews 12:7)
4. Troubles protect us!

· Standing firm regardless ((Gen.50:20) 
5. Troubles help us grow spiritually.!
· Living according to God’s will (Rom. 8:28)
"In everything God works for good with those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose." 

Don't Ask Why?, Ask What?
1. Trust God with your life.

2. Lean on God – not yourself.

3. Acknowledge God in Everything.

4. God will direct your paths.
"...but the righteous will live by faith"  (Habakkuk 2:4)

