
What Is Church? 

As I pondered this I wondered? 

What are the most important words Jesus ever spoke? 

 “Come, follow me and I will make you to become fishers of 

men.” (Matt. 4:19) 

 “Do unto others what you would have them do unto you.” (Luke 

6:31) 

 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him shall never perish, but live forever.” 

( John 3:16) 

 “Therefore, go into all the world and make disciples, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; teaching 

them to observe all things whatsoever, I have commanded you 

and lo, I am with you forever.” (Matt. 19-20) 

Jesus’ calling and therefore the calling also of 

the church 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me, to 

preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom For 

the prisoners, and  Recovery of sight for the blind, To release the 

oppressed, To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” - Luke 4:18-19 

What is the Church? 

 Two questions: 

1. If Christianity were a team sport and the church were 

Christ team, what would winning be? 

2. What is the church suppose to be and do to win? 

So what is the church to do? 

There are four things Jesus says:  

1. “Go” 

2. “Make” 

3. “Baptize” 

4. “Teach” 

What you know determines what you believe, and what you 

believe dictates how you behave, but how you behave defines 

what you really believe.  

God’s game plan for His Church: 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations. Baptizing in the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy spirit. Teaching them to obey all 

things I have commanded you and I will always be with you until the 

end of the world.”  Matt. 28:19-20 

The key thought is – “make disciples” 

God’s game plan for His Church: 

In Matt. 28:19-20 – Jesus gives three action words that instruct 

us what we are to do to win. 

To make disciples, we must be going, baptizing and teaching. 

So what do we do with this? 

Let’s redefine how our church in particular reaches this lost 

world. 

Let’s redefine our definitions of Christians,  
Homes, and Churches: 

 
 Every Christian is a minister. 

 Every House is a Church. 

 Every Church building is a training center for discipleship. 



 Everyone is involved in 4 ways 

And so what can we do with this? 

I believe our practical steps to growth are simple but not easy: 

Four Steps: 

1. Build relationships with people inside and outside the Church 

– “go”  

“I loved you so much that I shared with you not only the gospel 

but my life as well” – Paul the apostle (1 Thess. 2:8) 

2. Develop Life groups (esp. Home groups) – “make disciples” 

3. Host dynamic worship experiences – “baptize” (soul –winning) 

4.  Ministry Groups: “teach”  

  An honest analysis: 

We come together on Sunday mornings to study and hear the 

Word and to worship. 

We come together on Sunday nights to study and hear the Word. 

We come together on Wednesday nights to study and hear the 

Word. 

Is there any wonder new people don’t just jump on board? 

In practical application 

Let us therefore redefine and  

apply this to church life: 

We propose that we have four main areas in our respective 

Sunday morning, Wednesday evening, and Sunday evening 

gatherings: 

   

        1. Hear the Word:                         “Know” 

        2. Prepare for Ministry:                          “Grow” 

        3. Practice what we Preach:                            “Go”  

         4. Plan purposeful Connections:                  “Connect” 

 

Hearing the Word of God – “Know” 

On Sunday mornings through Sunday School and the Worship 

hour(s) we ought to:  

 Study the Bible – Sunday School  

 Worship God  – Blended  

   Go – Prepared to share our faith 

 

Preparing for Ministry – “Grow” 

On Wednesday Evening we propose that we prepare for and 

participate in the following ministries: 

    1. Children’s Ministry 

    2. Youth/Leap Connections 

    3. Discipleship/Training/Equipping     

    4. Topical discipleship Bible Studies 

    5. Life Groups off or on campus 

    6. Impact/Care -  Connections 



  

Practicing what we preach – 

            …… “Go” and Connect” 

On Sunday evening I propose that we live out - Jesus’ calling to his 

disciples: “Come, follow me and I will make you to become (disciples) 

fishers of men.” Matt. 4:19 

Ministry Groups:  

 1. Acts of Kindness – community/church        

 2. Care Connections (outreach/visitation) 

 3. Connecting Events (Quarterly)) 

 4. Life Groups (anytime during the month) 

            5. L.E.A.P.  Connections: Learning to encourage and Pray. 

            6. IMPACT  Connections: Discipleship 

            7. Eat & Greet – Relationship building 

            8. Serving Connections: Everyone involved 

Helping our Church Connect 

The command that God gives at the beginning of the world, he 

gives again at the beginning of the church:       “Be fruitful and 

multiply” 

I believe we will grow as a church, when we are more concerned with 

the welfare of those outside our walls than those within.  

 

1. Minister and connect with those we have. 

2. Reach those we don’t have. 

 

Our mission then is too: 

 Hear the Word – Know! 

 Prepare for Ministry – Grow! 

 Practice what we preach – Go! 

 Connect with people!!!!!!! – Connect! 

 Build relationships 

 Start  Life groups 

 Host dynamic worship experiences 

 Intentionally plan “connecting experiences” 

 Share our lives and faith 

 

What do We need to Do? 

Complete the Work Jesus demonstrated, commanded and 

passed on for us to do: 

“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you 

gave me to do” - John 17:4 

 


