
The Loss of Spiritual Power 

Judges 13-16 

16:19-20 “She lulled him to sleep on her lap. Then she called in a man, and she had him cut off 

the seven locks of his head; thus she weakened him and made him helpless: his strength slipped 

away from him. She cried, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” And he awoke from his 

sleep, thinking he would break loose and shake himself free as he had at other times. For he did 

not know that the Lord had departed from him.” 

1. A new culture among the people of Israel. 

 No centralized leadership. No strong leadership personality. 

 Everyone did what was right in their own eyes. 

 A barren woman is met by an angel of the Lord and told that she is going to have a son: 

1) He is going to be a Nazarite 

2) He is going to deliver Israel from the Philistines 

 He is going to have everything – he is going to be gifted with extraordinary strength and 

he will deliver his people from the oppression of the Philistines. Notice his attitude: 

1) 14:1 he goes down to Timnah (a Philistine city) and he notices a woman from among 

the Philistines. He is where he should not be and he sees what he should not see – and 

he longs for what he has no right to! 

2) The first request this man ever makes is for a woman. He argues with his father that it 

is this woman that pleases him. 

3) After the episode with the jawbone of the donkey and the destruction of 1000 

Philistines, he led Israel for 20 years. 

 He had a craving for Philistine women 16:1-3 

 He carried off the gates of the Philistines, leaving them exposed and vulnerable. 

 He fell in love with Delilah – he wanted her, she wanted to know the source of his 

power/strength  

2. Summary of this culture: 

1) Everyone did what was right in their own eyes – no stable base of morality nor 

government 

2) People sin, oppression comes, people cry out to God, God raises up a deliverer 

3) Immediate gratification 

4) Entitlement 

5) Disdain, lightness concerning the presence of God – it is expected with no moral 

conditions 

3. Key to Samson’s failure: he was unwilling to submit his carnal desires to the will of God 

4. The saddest most alarming words in all of Scripture: The Spirit of God departed from 

him and he knew it not. 

 

 



WARNING SIGNALS FOR THE LOSS OF SPIRITUAL POWER 

1. Loss of interest in Bible Study and Prayer 

2. Unwillingness to do what God asks/requires of you 

3. Doubts about the authority and inspiration of Scripture 

4. Self centered-ness (hurt feelings/offense/jealousy) 

5. Fear of being different 

6. Attraction to a worldly way of life 

7. Enjoy the company of non Christians more than that of Christians 

8. No remorse over sin 

9. A critical and unforgiving attitude 

10. No concern for the lost 


