
 Jul 3rd—NO Service  
      
 
 Jul 6th—Living in  
   Covenant Sermon Series 
      
 
 Jul 10th-14th– Youth 

NYC Arizona 
  
 Jul 14th Pot Blessing 

Lunch 
 
 Jul 15th—Women’s 

Dinner 
 
 Jul 21st– Teen go to 

Cummings Home 
 
 Jul 27th—

Neighborhood Block 
Party 

 
 Jul 29th– VBS Nightly  
     6 pm-8pm 
 
 8/25-27th Fall Revival 
 

America’s Founding 
Faith 
                  By Matthew Spaulding 
The freedoms we enjoy in America today 
originated in Judeo-Christian ideals that 
date back to long before the American 
Revolution. As we teach our families to 
appreciate those freedoms, we also have 
the privilege of introducing our children to 
the rich Christian heritage that so  
profoundly influenced the development of 
this young nation. Here are just a few high-
lights in American history of faith being 
the impetus for freedom. 
Matthew Spalding, author of We Still Hold 
These Truths: Rediscovering Our Principles, 
Reclaiming Our Future, says, "Of the many 
influences that shaped the American con-
cept of liberty, the first and most forma-
tive was faith." Indeed, America was the 
first country in all of history that was delib-
erately formed to protect and promote 
religious freedom. Our founders rightly 
noted that people don't give people free-
dom — God does. 

In 1620 Pilgrims seeking to practice  
Christianity within their own political com-
munity wrote the Mayflower Compact. As 
stated in the Compact, their new colony 
was established "for the Glory of God and  
advancement of the Christian Faith.” 
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The spirit of the Mayflower Compact is  
reflected in other national documents that 
would come later in American history, includ-
ing the Declaration of Independence and the 
United States Constitution. In each of these 
documents, the dignity and value of every 
human being, a fundamental principle of the 
Christian faith, is reflected. 
America's history is unique in that our found-
ers designed a government to protect our 
God-given rights. Evidence of this intent can 
clearly be seen in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, where our founders penned these 
words: "We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness — 
that to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed." 

Sadly, courts today seem intent on  
undermining the religious freedoms and 
Christian practices that were so vital to our 
Founding Fathers and early America's way of 
life. One example is the courts' intent to  
redefine the concept of the "wall of separa-
tion between church and state." This termi-
nology was first used by Thomas Jefferson in a 
letter to explain that the First Amendment 
exists to protect religious freedom from gov-
ernment interference; this quote has since 
been dangerously twisted into government-
sanctioned suppression of religious expres-
sion in the public square. 
 

World Areas/Countries with Nazarene Work                                              162 
Number of Missionaries                                                                               700 
Missionary Children      274 
Districts       303 
Organized Churches                       30,712 
Languages in which Literature is published    97 
Languages in which Radio Broadcast    77 
Countries reached by Radio Broadcast    77 
Colleges, Universities and seminaries    52 
Students in colleges and seminaries                                  50,000 
Vocational and training colleges     3 
Enrollment in these 3 career training Schools   227 
Children Sponsored by Nazarene Child Development Programs                 9,348 
Medical Facilities      65 
 

The Youth are going to the NYC 2019 in Phoenix, Arizona. If you would like to find out what 

they are going to see, Download the app NYC19GO. Search "Nazarene Youth Conference" 

in the App Store or on Google Play to download the NYC 2019 app. Anyone attending NYC 

with their district or following the event from home will enjoy access to speaker and band 

information, city and venue maps, integrated social media  

functionality, interactive elements, and devotional resources. Download the app now! #NYC19GO 

Congratulations to David Rotaru, his Junior High Quiz Bowl  team won the National Championship in 

Chicago, Illinois. 

Congratulations to Nathan Cummings, Christi and Gary’s son got engaged to Angela Williams! 

Congratulations to Marie Lund, engaged to Austin Edwards on June 7, 2019! 

 

Please send information about your family, that I could put in the Newsletter.  There are so many of us, I 

could never keep up with the info, we would like to celebrate with you when good stuff is happening. 

 

 

 



On behalf of the people of Fort Smith First 

Church, I want to welcome you. Our church is a 

collection of people of all ages learning to live 

out the “New Life” Christ has given us.  

Wherever you find us—in church—playing 

sports—at a children’s festival or Christmas  

musical, you will find a loving, caring  

community. No matter where you are in life 

there is a place for you  

in the Fort Smith First family!  

 
We offer lots of different ways for you to grow 

close to God and OTHERS. 

 Relationships  

 Monthly children, teen and all-church  

     fellowships 

 Quarterly men and  women’s activi-

ties   

 Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 

am 

 Wednesday Evening Bible Study and  

     Discipleship Groups 

 Dynamic Worship Experiences 

 Sunday Morning  Worship @ 10:30am 

      activities for the whole family 

 

Check out our website: 

www.fortsmithfirst.org 

Like us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/fsfcn/ 

 

4813 North O Street 

Fort Smith, AR 72904 

479-783-1878 

admin@fsfcn.arcoxmail.com 

July 3-Emmalee Reeves 
July 6-Kristen Kohlman 

July 9-Ken Guinn 

July 14-Stephanie Moore 

July 22-Harold Daily 

July 25 –Gail Richardson 

July 28-Charlene Dempsey 

July 30-Mikala Hatfield 

 

Discipleship Groups Listed: 

Tuesday       11:00 am 

Wednesday      7:30 pm 

Sunday Family  5:00 pm 
 

No Disciple-
ship on 

Tuesdays 
 until July 

16! 

Anointing Oil 

 
One day, as I sat in the sun oiling my boots, I 

began to think about oil in the Bible. Oil has always 

been a symbol for the Holy Spirit. Both Saul and Da-

vid were anointed with oil to show that God was with 

them and had chosen them (1 Sam 10:1, 16:13). 

The difference between them is that David continu-

ally returned to God for more of His Spirit whereas 

Saul did not.  

Oil protects the boots from the abuses of the 

day, keeps the leather soft, strong and usable, and 

helps the boots to last longer. Applying the oil is not 

an instant process. First, start with dry boots and bit 

of time and patience. The oil needs to be worked 

into the leather one small bit at a time or else it 

simply runs off and is wasted. It takes a lot of work to 

get the oil fully soaked into the leather and many re

-applications to get the oil down into the leather. 

Extra care is needed especially at the seams in or-

der to keep the water out. 

Are you dry and cracked in your spiritual 

journey? Maybe it is time to make time for God. It 

takes work to quiet our souls and come into God’s 

presence. We must regularly come before God or 

else Godliness will not permeate our lives. The trans-

formation and renewal of our lives into reflections of 

His life is not an instant process. Instead it takes re-

peated re-filling with the Holy Spirit. God takes time 

to work the most oil into where we are the most un-

like Christ because these are the places where the 

storms of life get in. 

But is the work worth it? Definitely! The Holy 

Spirit is patient and will continually refill your soul as 

often as you come to him. With a lot of love and a 

bit of oil, even the oldest, driest boots can be made 

to shine brightly so that the world can see the great 

love of our mighty God! 

 

 

-Justin Taffner 

 

A Word from 

           Pastor Justin  

Our children need to know the truth about the 

influence of the Christian faith in American his-

tory. In fact, the very future of our nation de-

pends on a revitalization of the free practice of 

Judeo-Christian principles in public life. Ben 

Franklin said it best when he publicly called for 

prayer during the Constitutional Convention in 

1787. He said, "I have lived, Sir, a long time, 

and the longer I live, the more convincing 

proofs I see of this truth that God governs in the 

affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to 

the ground without His notice, is it probable 

that an empire can rise without His aid? We 

have been assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings, 

that 'except the Lord build the House, they la-

bor in vain that build it.' " 

As 21st century American families, let's be  

diligent in recognizing God's hand in the 

founding of our country, and commit to en-

couraging our nation's leaders to continue to 

seek God for wisdom and guidance as He 

continues to govern in the affairs of men. 

We love God, Food and Air-conditioning Pot 
Blessing Birthday Lunch.  Everyone join us as 
we celebrate Sunday morning after Worship. 
Bring a dish To share.  We will celebrate April, 
May and June Birthdays. 

We will supply the  
Birthday Cake!!  

Join us for a Neighborhood Block Party  

on Saturday, July 27 from 5 pm—7pm! 
Free Hot dogs, Pop Corn, Cotton Candy, Sno 

Cones and free Bounce houses, and a Toddler 

Ball Pit! Invite friends and family to enjoy this 

summer party in the FLC parking lot! 


