
Our very own Betty Lyles made the  

Entertainment Fort Smith Magazine.  Pick one up today!  We are so proud of 

her and her accomplishments in the Community! 

 

We want to wish Janie & Ronnie Moore’s new Grandchild a Happy 1st Birth-

day.  She is a little miracle from Heaven! Madelyn Grace Moore! 

 

Congratulations Josiah Hamby starring in his first play at The King Opera House, April 12 

& 13.  Angie has tickets! 

 

Our Youth did good at Extravaganza this year, go Wildfire!! 

Twila Harris is the Jr. High girls Volleyball Champion! Madeline Pettigrew won the Rock  

Paper Scissors tournament. Go girls!  

 

Congratulations Celeste Daily, made the Varsity Cheer Team! 

 Apr 7
th

—Kid’s Picnic  
     after Worship 
 
 Apr 11

th
—Choir Practice 

      6 pm 
  
 Apr 14

th 
– Palm Sunday 

 
 Apr 21

st
—Easter Sunday 

Breakfast, 8:30 am Invite 
a friend 

 
 Apr 21

st
– Easter Egg 

Hunt after Worship 
 
 Apr 23

rd 
– Church Board 

Meeting 6:30 pm 
      
 Apr 25

th
-Choir Practice 6 

pm 
 
 Apr 28

th
– Church  

     Elections & Annual  
     Meeting 
 
  Apr 28

th
– Faith Promise 

Sunday, Don & Evie 
Gardner Missionary 
Speakers 

 
      6 pm 

                                                    
The Many Meanings of 
the Cross by Sarah Coleman  

The Cross is a great contradiction. Death 
and life, hate and love, violence and 
peace, accusation and forgiveness, sin and 
purity, brokenness and wholeness, all is 
lost yet everything is gained, destruction 
and restoration, defeat and victory. Once 
the cruelest form of execution, yet now it 
is a symbol of abundant life. 

The Cross means many things to many 
people. Some have it displayed on their 
mantel, others wear it around their neck.  
 

What is the Cross? 
 

1. The Cross is love. 
Christ died for sinners. He died for people 
who had lost their way. He did not die be-
cause it was forced upon him. It was a 
choice. A choice made in love. 

But God showed his great love for us by 
sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners (Romans 5:8). 

Jesus still loves sinners. He came and gave 
his life for them. The message of the Cross 
remains a gift of love to those undeserv-
ing. Above all, the Cross is a symbol of 
love. 

2. The Cross is personal.  In most reli-

gions, people strive to reach deity. Christi-
anity is the only faith where God has 
reached down to us. Our response to such 
a God is to know him personally. Jesus 
died so that he could know you.  
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It was personal. I want to know Christ...  
I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death 
(Philippians 3:10). 
 

 3. The Cross is willful humility. 
Christ’s death was an act of his 
will.  In Philippians 2:7-8, Paul states that Jesus 
humbled himself in obedience and died 
a criminal death on the Cross. Sometimes we 
mistakenly think that he made that decision as 
God. Jesus came to the conclusion to die for hu-
manity as a human. He willed his flesh, mind, 
and emotions to die on the Cross. 
And by that will (that is the will of Jesus as a hu-
man being, not the will of God), we have been 
made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:10). 

Christ hung on the cross on purpose. He could 
choose to live as he pleased, but he chose to 
give his life for our sake. Galatians 2:20 says that 
we have been crucified with Christ – past tense. 
As Christians, we are to be dead to our will, as 
Christ was. Our life’s prayer should be, “Not my 
will, Yours be done.” And just like Jesus, it is our 
responsibility to act on our prayer. Being in the 
will of God is not a passive thing. It is an act of 
the will. 

4. The Cross is prophetic. 
There are many prophecies of the Cross in the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. From the  
beginning of time, God has been planning to 
rescue humanity from the clutches of evil by 
horrific death on a cross. 
Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our 
sorrows that weighed him down. And we 
thought his troubles were a punishment from 
God, a punishment for his own sins! But he was 
pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He 
was beaten so we could be whole. He was 
whipped so we could be healed (Isaiah 53:4-5). 
He was disfigured, tormented, completely 
abused. But not only was his punishment proph-
esied, so was our atonement. Pierced for sin. 

  
First Church Newsletter We are Nazarenes.  We are a sent people, responding to 

the call of Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to go 

into all the world, proclaiming Jesus is Lord and  

participating with God in the building of the Church and the 

extension of His Kingdom (Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 

6:1). 

Our mission begins in Worship, ministers to the World in Evangelism and  

compassion, encourages believers toward Christian maturity through  

discipleship, and prepares women and men for Christian service through 

higher education.  You make this possible.  Every time you pray for the 

church, participate in World Evangelism giving, or go on a missions trip, you 

share Christ’s love in 162 world areas and beyond, resulting in  

transformed lives.  THANK YOU! 

Together, 
through  
Nazarene 
 Missions, we 
share Christ’s 
love with our 
world. 

Missionary's 
Don & Evie Gard-

ner 
will be our 

guests! 
 
Don and Evie Gardner are 

serving as global missionaries 

with the Church of the Naza-

rene and reside in Nairobi, 

Kenya. Since 2001 Don  has 

been serving as the Africa 

East Field Strategy Coordina-

tor and oversees the work of 

the Church of the Nazarene 

in the countries of Uganda, 

Tanzania, Zanzibar, Rwanda, 

Burundi, as well as Kenya.  In 

https://www.facebook.com/maddifaye?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARAdT9iG24Ygz1g2aGyRAm4LbcuSJgpcvDiqQ8i6sv8MCdmtHvXsKXvT9BzWXKo4egLDw8weSQvqN3c6&dti=5262552695&hc_location=group
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+5:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+3:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+2:7-8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+10:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ga+2:20
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+53:4-5


Pastor’s Pen & Thank You 

Welcome! 

To Fort Smith First Church of 

the Nazarene 
On behalf of the people of Fort Smith First Church, 

I want to welcome you. Our church is a collection 

of people of all ages learning to live out the  

“New Life” Christ has given us.  

Wherever you find us—in church—playing sports—

at a children’s festival or Christmas musical, you 

will find a loving, caring community. No matter 

where you are in life there is a place for you in the 

Fort Smith First family!  

 
We offer lots of different ways for you to grow close 

to God and OTHERS. 

 Relationships  

 Monthly children, teen and all-church  

     fellowships 

 Quarterly men and  women’s activities   

 Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 am 

 Wednesday Evening Bible Study and  

     Discipleship Groups 

 Dynamic Worship Experiences 

 Sunday Morning  Worship @ 10:30am 

      activities for the whole family 

 

Check out our website: www.fortsmithfirst.org 

Like us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/fsfcn/ 

Con’t from Page 1 . . . 
Beaten for wholeness. Whipped for healing. A 
divine exchange. Blessings for curses, com-
pleteness for brokenness, unrighteousness 
for holiness. The redemption was prophesied.  
 
5. The Cross is final. 
So many gaze at the Cross and yet hold on to past hurt, 
pain, and problems. They don’t belong on your back 
any longer – Jesus has taken them on his. The debt is 
paid. Look to the Cross and receive your salvation. 

And they sang a new song with these words: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll and break its seals 
and open it.  For you were killed, and your blood has 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and  
language and people and nation.  And you have caused 
them to become God’s kingdom and his priests.  And 
they will reign on the earth.” 
(Revelation 5:9-10, NLT) 

Redeemer, Lamb of God, he is worthy. Thank 
you for the Cross, Lord. 

Discipleship Groups 
Listed: 
Tuesday       11:00 am 
Wednesday      7:30 pm 
Sunday Family  5:00 pm 

April 6th-Jan Schroeder 
April 8th-Gayla Tolbert 
April 11th-Mackenzie Criss 

April 12th-Bonnie London 

April 13th-Shirley Stovall 

April 15th-Carol Petty & Marie Lund 

April 16th-Edith Weaver  

April 21st–Vicki Jones 

April 22nd-Jason Jones 

April 24th-Landon Daily 

April 30th-Kaiah Johnson 

April 30th-LoganAsbury 
 82% of people invited to an Easter Service will say  they   
         will likely attend (Dr. Thom Rainer – The Unchurched 
         Next Door) 
 Two words: Free Coffee 
 Only 2% of church members invite an unchurched  
         person to church (Dr. Thom Rainer – The Unchurched  
         Next Door) 
 When they come with you, it looks like you have 
         groupies. 
 35% of people would be likely to attend a church if they  
         knew people there “are like me.” 
 You might be inviting them to the place they belong. 
 7 out of 10 unchurched people have never been invited  
        to church.  If you don’t invite them, who will? 
 2% of people who attend church will do so because of a  
        church advertisement compared to 86% who attend  
        because they were invited by someone they know.  

Season of Change   

This spring has been a changing season.   We all know spring 

brings more sunshine and rain with plants beginning to grow 

from their winter slumber, but some changes this spring were 

unexpected.   In the death of my dad Charles Walker, I was 

confronted with grief and grace and change.   Robin and I 

thank you for your kind expressions of prayers, flowers, cards 

and messages.  We were overwhelmed by you.  You bought 

Gideon Bibles in his honor.  Thank you.  Because of the timing 

of these events in our grief, I also celebrated a birthday dinner 

on my birthday with my children and grandchildren from all 

over the country which would not have otherwise happened.  

We were with many friends and extended family which was 

great joy.   It was a strong reminder of just where I am in the 

changing seasons of life. 

God provides seasons of change for our good.  Spring is for 

more than spring cleaning, baseball training, and March mad-

ness. There is a season called Lent.   

Lent is a season of the church.  It calls us to repentance. It calls 

us to preparation.  It calls us to the cross.  Repentance is a gift 

God uses to bring purity and passion in our lives.  Repenting is 

more than confessing. Repentance is turning from one direc-

tion to the direction God had originally intended.  It is a season 

of change.  A season of life.  A season of leading us toward 

the cross.  Jesus said: “Take up your cross and follow me”.  

Lent, if we allow, provides us the space and effort to prepare us 

to fully celebrate resurrection Sunday on Easter.  It more than 

getting the candy and ham prepared.  We are invited to em-

brace the cross in the Lenten season, to receive forgiveness, 

mercy and grace when we repent as we listen to the Holy Spirit 

lead us to the cross.  In Lent we can demonstrate to others this 

same “cross life” and invite others who do not yet know this love 

to join us in this life journey.  Jesus invites us.  We can go with 

Jesus in greater purity. We can invite others.  We go on this jour-

ney this journey so we can invite others. It is the way of the 

cross.  

 

Without the cross there is no way to resurrection.  My we live into 

the way of the cross so we may live out the resurrection in our 

world. 

Snak N Yak  
April 14th-Sandwich Night  
April 28th-Pizza Night 

Teen Discipleship 
April 7th, No Meeting April 
21st. 

Pray for Our Church Elections and  
Annual Meeting on April 28th! 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+5:9-10

