
The Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Irrefutable Proof: A Transformed Life                                                                                                                                                 

1 Corinthians 1:17-2:5 

 

I. The background of Corinth 

 A major trade route 50 miles from Athens 

 Greeks, Romans, Jews and many other cultures collected there 

 Pleasure was worshipped more than principles 

 Corinth was repopulated by freedmen. They were a bit above slaves, but beneath 

the regular Roman citizen. Corinth became a “dumping ground” for these misfits. 

 Vice and religion flourished side by side. 

 Aristophenes coined the term “korinthiazo” in 400 BC – it was derogatory and to 

tell someone that they were acting like a Corinthian/Corinthiazo meant that they 

were immoral and sexually promiscuous. 

 Corinth was a mixture of the greed seen on Wall Street, the immoral conduct 

found in San Francisco the self seeking pleasure Las Vegas is famous for and the 

intellectual arrogance found in so many liberal universities, all rolled into one 

city. 

 There are Jews in Corinth, but it is a predominantly Gentile city, and it seems that 

the Jews are Hellenized. 

IN SUMMARY: Paul is writing to a predominantly Gentile group who have claimed faith in 

Christ. The church is in a mess, in the church there are arguments, splits, misuse and abuse of 

spiritual gifts, immorality and people who declare themselves to be followers of Jesus, but their 

lives are poor examples of the transforming power of Jesus Christ. They embrace their brand of 

secular wisdom and try to force Christianity into their culture. This could be a letter to the 21st 

century Protestant churches of America. They are literally treating the cross of Jesus (The 

Gospel) like a salad bar, they pick out the elements they like and leave the unsavory ones behind. 

II. Read I Corinthians 1:17 – 2:5 

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the Gospel – not with words of human 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. For the message of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For 

it is written: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will 

frustrate. Where is the wise man? Where is the expert in the law? Where is the philosopher of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God 

the world through its wisdom did not know Him, God was pleased through the foolishness of 

what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look 

for wisdom, but we preach Christ and Him crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 

to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the 



weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength. Brothers, think of what you were when you 

were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many of you were influential; 

not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 

God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this 

world and the despised things – and the things that are not – to nullify the things that are, so that 

no one may boast before Him. It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become 

for us wisdom from God – that is – our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore as it is 

written: let him who boasts boast in the Lord. When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with 

eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to 

know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in 

weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise 

and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not 

rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.”  

III. What is the GOSPEL? 

1) The message of the cross. 

2) The content of the message is Christ crucified, the means of the message is 

preaching. Not in the wisdom of the flesh (sarx). Paul does not preach like the 

Sophists, the Greek orators – he preaches not with perfected skill, but in 

weakness. 

3) What can empty the cross of its power?  

 Sugar coating the message 

 Mixing the Gospel with cultural ideals/anything 

 Preaching the cross without calling people to live the life of the cross 

 Preaching the cross without you living the life of the cross 

4) The cross is absurd, ridiculous to the those who are lost. But to those who have 

encountered the cross, it is POWER! 

5) Wisdom of this world cannot save you!  Jesus is the wisdom of God, the message 

of the cross is the wisdom of God and it does save! 

6) Jews want signs, Greeks want wisdom – God gave a cross! 

 A scandal/offense to the Jews 

 Foolishness to the Greeks 

7) The cross removes all human claims of boasting and self sufficiency 

IV. Paul’s Irrefutable Proof 

1) He did not come with a great speech – charming/enticing words 

2) He did not come with superior wisdom – knowing things that others did not 

3) He resolved to know NOTHING but Christ and Him crucified 

4) He came to them in weakness, fear and trembling 

5) His message was not wise nor persuasive, he came with the demonstration (proof) 

of the Spirit’s power. This is not the exercising of miraculous gifts – but rather the 

transforming power of the Holy Spirit to change his life – his very nature. 

V. Summary 



1) In the opening verses of 1 Corinthians we find a church context much like our 

own. There are two kinds of people – separated by their perception of the cross. 

A. Cultural Christians. They enjoy the identity and the benefits of being a part of 

the Christian crowd. They are somewhat willing to hang out at the cross, have 

conversations about the cross, philosophical facets of the cross – but they have 

never had a life transforming encounter with the Christ of the cross. The cross 

has impacted their conversation – but not their way of living. They EMPTY 

the cross of its power. 

B. Biblical Christians. They identify with the cross – the benefits as well as the 

burdens of the cross. They do not just hang out around the cross having 

intellectual conversations about the cross, these have gotten on the cross and 

they have been crucified to this world and the world to them. They embody 

the power of the cross in their transformed lives. 

2) Cultural Christians will have a form of godliness but their lives will deny the 

transforming power of the cross. Biblical Christians will testify with words, deeds 

and life that they have been bought with a price and they are no longer their own. 

VI. Conclusion 

1) God has paid the price for your salvation: the cross 

2) God has a plan for your life: the cross 

3) God offers you Spirit Power: the cross 

 Numbers 21 and John 3 

 Have you been to the cross? 

 Have you moved away from the cross? 

 It is time to come back to the cross of Jesus. 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

3. See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 



 

 

 


